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New Inventions.
MESSRS. PHILIP HARRIS & CO.’S. ANTIDOTE BAG.
WE have received from Messrs. Philip Harris and Co., of

Birmingham, an "antidote bag," which, as regards mere
mechanical arrangement, is certainly an advance on any-
thing hitherto attempted in this direction. The bag is sup-
posed to contain all that is necessary for the treatment of
cases of poisoning, but here unfortunately it fails to answer
our expectations. The first requirement in, let us say, a case
of opium-poisoning would be a prompt and certain emetic; but
we search in vain for a solution of apomorphia. Ipecacuanha
wine and sulphate of zinc are there, it is true; but anyone
who has had any experience in such a case knows that they
constantly fail to induce emesis, even when given in large
doses. We find no acid preparation of any kind, with the
exception of tannic acid, and are somewhat at a loss to see
how it is proposed to treat a case of poisoning by a powerful
alkali. Bromide of potassium in large doses is of inestimable
value in the treatment of strychnia poisoning, and we should
be sorry to have to rely on the chloral solution alone. In

poisoning by aconite, atropia and digitalis are the recognised
antidotes, but neither is to be found in the bag. The intro-
duction of dried egg albumen is advantageous, but we ques-
tion the utility of the permanganate of potash solution. The
bag is inexpensive, and we can only express our regret that
the makers have been badly advised in the selection of the
remedies. 

___

A USEFUL ADDITION TO THE BEDCHAMBER.

APPLETON’S patent apparatus for converting any ordinary
bedchamber utensil into an inodorous night commode con-
sists of a suitable seat capable of being readily placed upon
the top of any ordinary bedchamber utensil, and furnished
with a cover lined round the rim with rubber, which her-
metically seals the aperture. The apparatus is small

enough to be placed in a drawer, and, being coated with
non-absorbent material, it cannot retain or give off any
objectionable smell. It has the further advantage of ob.

viating the risk of the occurrence of accident by breakage oj
the bedchamber utensil when in use. The apparatus may be
obtained of Messrs. Webster and Larkin, 60, Piccadilly.

A VICTIM OF HEREDITARY INSANITY.

A SOMEWHAT remarkable statement, bearing the signa- I
ture of M. Paul Bert, has just appeared in the French
press. A short time ago a young man named Blin was
condemned to death for the murder of a domestic servant
in the Palais Royal ; and it was noticed that when the
sentence was passed upon him he laughed in a nervous
sort of way. Blin was a native of the Department of the
Yonne; and as M. Paul Bert, who also comes from that
district, happened to be staying there, he thought it worth
while to inquire into the antecedents of this young man.
And this is the story which he has to tell. Thirty-five
years ago there lived in the outskirts of the town of Auxerre
a tradesman named Blin, who was much respected. He had
two sons and two daughters, one of the latter, named Aime,
being noted for her beauty. They had for neighbours a
family consisting of the father, mother, and two sons, one of
whom was a hunchback and the other a very handsome
young man. The girl Aimee Blin was seduced by the
latter, and his father and mother would not hear of
their marriage. Aim&eacute;e Blin was confined of a boy, des-
tined to acquire sad notoriety as the murderer of a

domestic servant of the Palais Royal, and soon after-
wards she went out of her mind, and was placed in the
asylum at Auxerre. A few weeks later the seducer went

mad, while out shooting, and.blew his brains out. His
mistress, who had got better, hearing of this when released
from the asylum, had a fresh attack of insanity, and threw
herself into the river. Her father, who, in spite of what
had happened, was much attached to her, also drowned
himself, and her mother died of grief. One of her brothers,
losing his reason when the Prussians arrived at Auxerre in
1870, went up into a loft and hung himself. M. Paul Bert
then relates an incident which forms a curious episode in
the ghastly narrative. The dog belonging to the young
man who had seduced Aim&eacute;e Blin refused to leave its
master’s side when the latter blew his brains out while
shooting. It was at last brought back to the house, but it
became so surly and vicious that a veterinary surgeon was
asked to shoot it. He did so, and buried it in the garden;
but during the night he heard some unearthly howling, and
descending found that the poor brute, which he had only
wounded, had forced its way through the light covering of
earth and had dragged itself to the door in agony. A few
months later the veterinarian went out of his mind and
drowned himself. While all these fatalities were taking
place the little boy Blin was growing up, and had the repu.
tatioit of being very tractable and good-tempered. But,
after the death of his grandfather and grandmother, he was
entrusted to the care of an aunt in Paris, who treated him
very cruelly; and nothing more was heard of him at Auxerre
until the murder for which he was tried the other day.
"Thus," recapitulates M. Paul Bert, " we have an illegi.
timate child who was subject during the period of his
intra-uterine life to the reaction of the emotion and suffering
of his deceived mother ; the son of a father who commits
suicide; a grandson and nephew of persons who have com-
mitted suicide while insane ; the victim of cruel treatment,
and deprived of maternal care while a child." M. Paul
Bert comments upon this sequence of fatalities, and asks:
" What is the responsibility of a criminal who laughs at
his condemnation, with such hereditary influences and
education ? "

THE UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM: MEDICAL
DEGREES.

AT a meeting which was held at the Kensington Infirmary,
on May 23rd, Henry P. Potter, F.R.C.S., in the chair, the
following resolutions were passed unanimously :&mdash;

1. That this meeting of British practitioners resident iu
London is of opinion that an alteration in the present reo
gulations for admission to the Practitioner’s Examination
for M.D. in the University of Durham is desirable in the
interest of a large section of the profession, and that it will
greatly add to the popularity of the University itself.

2. That the said alterations should be as follows :-
(a) That Regulation 3, with reference to age, be rescinded,
(b) That in Regulation 2, the words "fifteen years" be
altered to "ten years."

3. That in the opinion of this meeting the chief reasons
in favour of the foregoing alterations are :-(a) That they
would be beneficial to the interests of the University, while
they would in no way detract from the value of the degree.
(b) That they would enable registered medical practitioners
to obtain a British degree at a time of life when it H
of most use to them in practice. (c) That they will induce
medical practitioners to present themselves at a British
university in lieu of taking a foreign degree.

4. That this meeting trusts the present high standard of
the examination will always be fully maintained.

5. That this meeting recommends that the preceding re-
solutions be embodied in a memorial for presentation to
the Senate of the University.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.-In Easter Term the
first examination for the degree of Bachelor of Medicine will
commence on June 6th, at 9 A.M., and be continued on the
7th, 9th, 10th, and llth. The second examination will
commence on June 10th, at 9 A.M., instead of 2 P.M., as
previously announced, and be continued on the llth, 12th,
13th, and 14th.-The Rede Lecture, endowments for which
were left to the university in 1524 by Sir Robert Rede, was
delivered on the 28th inst., the lecturer, who is chosen by
the vice-chancellor, being Mr. Francis Galton. The subject
was "The Measurement of Human Faculty."


